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DEFENSIVE

Mossberg’s 590A1 holds
the distinction of being
the only shotgun to pass
military testing and is lefty
friendly.
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fyou grew up in a home with

firearms, chances are good there

was a trusty pump-action shotgun

somewhere in the house, likely
leaning up behind a door. Versatile,
powerful and easier to shoot than a pis-
tol, the scattergun was a natural choice
during a time when AR-15s werent
nearly as common.

As adirect result of the shotgun prev-
alence, theres no shortage of misunder-
standings and gun shop lore when “The
Gauge” comes up. Many misconceptions
about shotguns stem from how shot
performs when hunting birds. Don't buy
into lore like, “you don't even need to
aim it, just point it down the hall;” that
so often echoes off gun store walls.

Shotguns seem reasonably straight-
forward compared to a handgun, but the
reality is they need to be practiced with
just as often as any other firearm. Learn-
ing to keep the gun’s limited ammo
capacity topped off—or managing the
hefty recoil—takes range time.

S W .
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SCATTERGUN MISCONCEPTIONS
01‘YOU DON’T NEED TO AIM’

The misunderstanding that pointing
the barrel in the general direction of

a threat almost certainly has roots in
bird hunting, where hundreds of pellets
are launched at a target 25 yards away.
At that distance with general sporting
loads, the pattern has a sizable spread.
Take that range down to typical home
distances of feet rather than yards—with
alimited pellet count of 00 buckshot—
and your shot pattern is going to be sig-
nificantly tighter. You absolutely need to
aim with a shotgun; they aren't magic.

02 ‘AS SOON AS THEY HEARIT
RACK, THEY RUN AWAY’

Quit watching so much TV. Plus, a le-
gally armed civilian should never use

a firearm to intimidate through sight

or sound; the act of displaying the fact
you're armed is often a legal issue. Could
the sound of a shotgun being racked
send someone running? Maybe. Retired

..

The time-tested Remington 870 is a great op-
tion, and police trade-in guns can be had for a
few hundred dollars.

law enforcement officer Darryl Bolke
of Hardwired Tactical has shared, on
multiple occasions, that in his first on-
the-job shooting, both of the carjackers
clearly heard him rack his 870 when he
got out of the car. Did that stop the car-
jackers? They clearly didn't scare easily.

03 ‘ANYONE CAN USE A SHOTGUN’
Yes ... but also, no. Between the sub-
stantial recoil and ergonomic issues,
handing a shotgun to someone who
hasn't put in some range time can be a
recipe for disaster. Most shotguns on
the wall at your local gun store are fitted
with a stock that’s better suited for hunt-
ing than in a defensive role. They seem
to work fine on a square range, but the
second you shoot from an odd position,
that reach to rack the gun might be too
long and result in a short stroke.

CHOOSE A PLATFORM
Do you need the latest tactical shotgun
to effectively defend your home? Nope,
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Grandpa’s old Remington 1100 dove gunisn’t
great for clearing your home, but it can be devas-
tating if you're defending a barricaded position.
Don’t forget to put the plug back in before next
season!

but the ability to add things that make
using the gun easier sure is nice. Plenty
of folks have successtully used a hunt-
ing shotgun of the pump, semi-auto or
even break-action type to defend those
they love.

Even a competition shotgun, like the
new Mossberg 940 JM Pro, is a step up
from granddads 28-inch dove gun in a
defensive role. The 22- to 24-inch barrel
that you find on most competitive shot-
guns makes moving inside a structure
harder, should you be forced to leave the
safety of your barricaded position.

Most defensive shotguns on the mar-
ket come with an 18- to 20-inch bar-
rel, which is ideal for a non-NFA gun.
Another option to strongly consider is a
Mossberg 590 Shockwave or something
similar, which is designed specifically
for a defensive role.

GAUGING YOUR OPTIONS
The first step in iguring out what
shotgun you want to use for defensive
reasons is to choose what it'll be cham-
bered in. Id narrow it down toa 12- or
20-gauge to make finding a good de-
fensive load easy on yourself. Forget the
off-gauges the bird hunters love.

A 12 gauge is generally the right call
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here because ammunition, parts and
even the guns themselves are more
widely available. That isn't to say that a
20 gauge can't serve you well, but don't
expect the recoil to be substantially
lighter; a lighter gun thats easier to hold
is also going to soak up less recoil.

SEMI-AUTO OR PUMP ACTION?
Although obvious action choices are
semi-auto and pump-action, there are
also lever-action shotguns as well as the
very simple break-actions to consider.
Break-action shotguns are less than
ideal when you realize that most home
invasions involve two or three people,
and lever-action shotguns are finicky
at best. That leaves us with the good ol
pump and the semi-auto, but each have
their own unique pros and cons.

A pump-action is the most common
choice due to overall cost and avail-
ability. Accessories are easy to find, and
getting a nice used police trade-in can
net you a bargain. If you choose a pump,

/o  d

make sure you practice with it often,
learn to manage the recoil and get in the
habit of racking that action every time
you pull the trigger.

A semi-auto is going to shoot softer
and be easier for those who don't prac-
tice with a shotgun often, but its also a
lot easier to outrun your headlights with
one or have it go dry on you unexpect-
edly. Often, the largest objections to a
semi-auto are that they can be finicky
with ammo, and they're significantly
more expensive than the manually oper-
ated pump action.

SHOTGUN ENHANCEMENTS
Adding some doodads to the shotgun is
going to make it easier to use under high
stress levels, but make sure you're doing
it for the right reasons. A defensive gun
should be purposeful; you can leave the
fancy parts to your range toys.

GUNDIGEST.COM



01 REPLACE THE STOCK

Shorter-than-average humans like
myself are well-served by replacing the
stock on a shotgun intended for defen-
sive. Being able to run the action with
room to spare, in any odd position I
might find myself, hinges on the stock’s
length of pull. A nice byproduct of the
need for a shorter stock is that the Mag-
pul SGA stock, which I put on nearly
every shotgun, adds a sling attachment
point as well as the ability to fit different
cheek risers.

On more than one occasion, I've
short-stroked the gun when running
it quickly because the stock was too
long—the last thing I want is for that
to happen when defending against an
aggressor. Switching to a stock with a
reduced length isn't going to remove the
possibility of a short-stroked action, but
it happens far less often.

GUNDIGEST.COM

02 SHED SOME LIGHT ON THINGS
Seeing things clearly is mandatory,
because statistics prove that most home-
invasions happen at night. There are
a ton of options for adding some il-
lumination to your gun, ranging from
a cheap flashlight mount, on up to pur-
pose-built forends with a built-in light.
[ generally prefer a forend with an
integrated light like the Streamlight TL-
Racker or SureFires DSF weapon light.
The Streamlight offering is significantly
brighter with 1,000 lumens to the Sure-
Fires 600 while remaining cheaper, but
theres a slight build quality trade-off.
There are even forend replacements,
like the Magpul M-Lok forend, that al-
low you to mount a more traditional
light without clamping something to
your barrel or mag tube. If you have an
oddball shotgun, your only option for a
light may be a barrel clamp and a high-
quality 1-inch flashlight.

03 BEAD, GHOST RING, RIFLE OR
RED-DOT?

It might not be a bad idea to upgrade
that bead sight on your gun to some-

/L

Competitive shotguns like the
Mossberg 940 JM Pro might not
be ideal for defensive use but
can be very effective.

Beretta’s 1301 Tactical is the
most developed defensive
semi-auto on the market
today.

thing a bit easier to see in low light.
The best bang for your buck is going
to be adding a tritium XS Sights DXT
Big Dot sight to your gun. Want to go
further than that? Adding a ghost ring
rear, or even stepping up to a red-dot
sight, is possible.

Many of the shotguns on the shelf
today have the ability to slap a rail sec-
tion to the top of the receiver, which
will work in a pinch but is far from
ideal. Purpose-built products, like the
Aridus Industries CROM mount or
the Scalarworks Sync, are great options
if you want a rugged optic mount for
your shotty.

04 SLINGS, SAFETIES AND SMALL
ENHANCEMENTS

Do you need a sling for a home-defense
shotgun? Maybe. It really depends on
your needs. No sling is preferable; the
fewer things to get snagged the better.

I might suggest a single-point sling if
theres a possibility I might need to pick
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a child up or use both hands.

To round out the mods, small parts
like enlarged safeties and enhanced fol-
lowers are a good place to finish. Since I
prefer a cruiser-ready configuration, an
enlarged safety isn't as important for me
as it may be for those who keep a shell
chambered.

FEEDING THE GUN

One of the largest downsides to using

a shotgun for a defensive firearm is the
greatly reduced capacity over modern
semi-auto pistols or mag-fed rifles. Add-
ing some form of onboard ammunition
carrier, such as a side-saddle ammo car-
rier, is a must.

Cumbersome ammunition bando-
leers and slings with shell loops aren't as
fast to load from, and they oftentimes
don't retain the shells well, making them
less than ideal. Besides that, they tangle
easily and catch on things ... especially
in the dark. If you feel you need more
ammo than a side-saddle holds, Velcro
cards or an Aridus Industries quick-de-
tach carrier are good options to replen-
ish your onboard ammunition.
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SHOTGUN STORAGE

Should you keep a shell chambered or
is it better to keep the shotgun with a
full mag tube, empty chamber and the
hammer down? That’s personal prefer-
ence. You might be influenced by the
fact that most shotguns don't have a
firing pin block and instead rely on a
spring to keep the firing pin retract-
ed—I know I was.

While I'm generally a round-in-
the-chamber kinda dude with rifles
and pistols, I've heard enough horror
stories from folks who teach shotgun
classes—as well as buddies in law en-
forcement—to sway me toward keep-
ing an empty chamber when the gun
is stowed.

LOCK IT UP!

It should go without saying that putting
the gun on a top shelf with an empty
chamber isn't enough. Find a way to
lock up your shotgun that’s easy to ac-
cess. Tons of options out there will make
gaining access to the gun much harder
for akid or a thief.

A bracket-type wall lock will run you a

L  a

couple hundred dollars, but this design
presents some challenges if you have
optics or a side saddle. Hornady’s
Rapid RFID wall lock is worth a look,
as is the cheaper from ShotLock that
doesn't rely on newfangled RFID tags
to unlock it.

Don't discount an under-bed safe like
the one from SnapSafe ... or even a
very small gun locker in your bedroom
closet.

IF 1 COULD HAVE ONLY ONE

The shotgun is a wonderful defensive
tool that can also put meat on the table
in a pinch. If T was forced to get rid of
all my guns with the exception of only
one, a 12 gauge of some type is likely
the one that makes the cut. It might
suck as a concealed firearm, but in re-
gard to everything else you could want
from a defensive firearm—a 12 gauge
will do well ... and then some.

A shotgun is going to treat you right
... as long as you don't buy into the
myths. Set your gun up right, choose
the right ammo and verify it patterns
well. GDTM
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A fancy side saddle with interchangeable cards
makes changing ammo types a snap, butina

pinch, a cheap buttstock ammo carrier is better
than a pocket full of shells.

FROM 17 HMR T0 S0 BMG

— LOAD SIZE DOESN'T MATTER —

IT'S HOW IT FITS THE BOX

NEW FOR 2021
200 ROUND
AMMO BOXES
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