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The detachable magazine
allows the Long Ranger to be
chambered in cartridges using
a spire-point bullet.
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hese days, rifles like the AR-

15 have seduced the younger

generation of gun owners,

causing them to overlook the
lever-action rifles versatility, simplicity
and reliability. Lever actions aren't just for
old guys living out their John Wayne fan-
tasies; they're still very usable rifles in a
practical sense, as well as being extremely
fun to shoot.

Few rifle designs have been as impact-
ful on American history as the 1860 Hen-
ry rifle. Seeing as it was the basis for the
rifle that won the West, the Winchester
1873, Benjamin Tyler Henry had more of
an impact on the United States expiation
westward than he could have dreamed
of. I doubt that when Henry watched the
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OF HENRY

An American rifle that’s as
storied as the taming of the

IS ASSASS A,

Western frontier.

first 1860 Henry rifles leave the factory,
he suspected that, 160 years later, his
name would grace nearly 300,000 fire-
arms a year.

That isn't a result of the rifles initial
success, but rather the impact the design
had on Anthony Imperato, who part-
nered with his father, Louis, to bring the
Henry name back to the firearm world in
1996. Since the first Henry HO01 Classic
Lever Action .22 LR rolled off the pro-
duction line, over a million have made
their way into the hands of nostalgic
Americans. Sure, there isn't a direct con-
nection to Benjamin Tyler Henry, but
you have to appreciate Henry Repeating
Arms role in keeping the timeless lever-
action design alive and well.

Without Henry, younger generations

of shooters wouldn't know anything oth-
er than AR-15s and the like. Attainable,
American-made lever-action rifles en-
sure that todays gun-loving youth won'
overlook the lever-action rifles versatility,
simplicity and reliability. Nothing else
seems to replicate the magic of a well-
built lever-action.

THE FIRST HENRY RIFLE

You cant talk about Henry Repeating
Arms without talking about the 1860
Henry Rifle; it did become the basis
for virtually every rifle Winchester
produced following it. The design ac-
tually dates back to 1848, when Walter
Hunt built a couple prototypes of his
revolutionary lever-operated rifle, but
there were still some design issues that

MADEIN THE USA|CUN DICEST THE MACAZINE |21
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needed to be worked out.

Several other men tried their hand at
improving the action, and it was finally
produced in some volume by the Volca-
nic Repeating Arms company. Produc-
tion at Volcanic lasted only a year with
an unknown number of rifles built, when
Oliver Winchester took over the compa-
ny and reorganized as New Haven Arms
Company, where Benjamin Tyler Henry
put the final touches on what we think of
the classic Henry rifle while working as
plant superintendent.

With the improvements to the rifle
and a brand-new cartridge, the .44 Henry
rimfire, the 1860 Henry saw limited suc-
cess with roughly 14,000 rifles produced.
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years before Henry’s design.

LOAD ON SUNDAY,
SHOOT ALL WEEK
Just because the Henry didn't see the
large-scale adoption the Spencer rifle saw
shouldn't fool you; Henry rifle makes
appearances in some notable events in
American history. Even President Abra-
ham Lincoln was given a beautifully en-
graved gold-plated rifle, as was the Secre-
tary of War and the Secretary of the Navy.
The obvious goal was mass adoption of
the Henry rifle, but New Haven fell short
of their goal, with only 1,731 of the rifles
being delivered to the U.S. Government.
With such a small purchase, the Henry
was never formally adopted, but more
than 6,000 of the rifles ended up in the

While it resembles the 1860 Henry, the Smith &
Wesson No. 2 pistol was offered to the public six

(Photo: Rock Island Auction Company)
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The first Henry rifles to
be produced featured
anironreceiver; the
brass receiver didn’t
make an appearance
until later in produc-
tion. (Photo: Rock Island
Auction Company)

At a glance, the Volcanic Rifle could be easily
mistaken for an 1860 Henry.
(Photo: Rock Island Auction Company)

The revival of the 1860 Henry brought some
slight modernizations to improve the rifle. Today,
it's available in .44-40 WCF and .45 Colt.

hands of Union troops who purchased
them out of their own pocket rather than
use the issued Spencer rifle. The Henry’s
15-round capacity made it particularly
attractive to raiding parties, scouts and
those assigned with flank guard duty.
When Confederate Colonel John
Mosby referred to the Henry as “that
damned Yankee rifle that can be loaded
on Sunday and fired all week; it was clear
that Henryss rifle had an impact. That all
ended in 1866, when production of the
Henry rifle ceased, and New Haven Arms

Over a million .22
Henry lever actions
have been produced
since the model was
introduced in 1997.

GUNDIGEST.COM




was restructured again as Winchester
Repeating Arms. The rifle would go on to
be developed into the Winchester 1866,
which saw a long, 33-year production
run and wide-scale adoption with foreign
armies and those seeking fame and for-
tune in the West.

THE HENRY NAME
IS RESURRECTED
Once production of the 1860 Henry end-
ed, the Henry name faded into obscurity
until Anthony Imperato trademarked the
name in 1996. Anthony and his father,
Louis, set up a manufacturing facility

in Brooklyn, New York, to produce the
Henry HO01 .22 rimfire lever-action 131
years after the last rifle to bear the Henry
name came oft the assembly line.

Since there isnt any affiliation with
Benjamin Tyler Henry or New Haven
Arms Company, the company started by
the Imperatos wasn' really bringing a de-
funct company back, but rather the birth
of a brand-new one that paid homage to
an influential design.

With a blank canvas, Henry Repeating
Arms has grown to a size that Benja-
min Tyler Henry would've never even

Listening to their
customer base, Henry
added a side loading
gate to theirriflesin
April of 2019.

dreamed of in the mid 1800s, with no

signs of slowing down. Today, Henry
employs nearly 500 people and has over
a quarter-million square feet of manufac-
turing space between their headquarters
in Bayonne, New Jersey, and Henry’s sec-
ond facility in Rice Lake, Wisconsin.
When the slogan “Made in America
Or Not Made at All” was chosen, they
weren't playing around. Every Henry is

U

The 71st Illinois Infan-
try Regiment color
guard pose with their
1860 Henry rifles.

born in the United States; there are no
exceptions ... ever.

A MODEL FOR EVERY NEED

With two facilities that you could pack
over five football fields into, it shouldn't
be a surprise that their product lineup

Henry recently released a
modernized lever-action

rifle with a tactical feel that
doesn’t lose that classic lever-
guncharm.
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THE ORIGINAL
TIMELINE

Walter Hunt invents Volition Repeat-
ing Rifle

Jennings Magazine Rifle patent im-
proves on Hunt’s design

Smith-Jennings Rifle patent further
improves the design

Smith & Wesson Company intro-
duces the Smith & Wesson Lever Pistol

Smith & Wesson Company becomes
Volcanic Repeating Arms Company

Oliver Winchester takes Volcanic
over after company becomes insolvent

Volcanic Repeating Arms becomes
New Haven Arms Company

Benjamin Tyler Henry hired as New
Haven’s plant superintendent

Benjamin Tyler Henry patents the
Henry repeating rifle

Henry Rifle produced by New Haven
Arms

President Abraham Lincoln pre-
sented with serial number 6

U.S. Ordnance Department
takes delivery of 1,731 rifles

Production of the 1860 Henry ends
at New Haven Arms at roughly 14,000 rifles

Benjamin Tyler Henry, unhappy
with compensation, seeks ownership of New
Haven

Oliver Winchester reorganized the
company as Winchester Repeating Arms
Company

Winchester releases Model 1866
rifle, an improvement on the Henry design

Navy Arms resurrects the 1860 Henry
rifle. Less than 3,000 produced by Navy Arms

Italian company A. Uberti Firearms
offers reproduction of 1860 Henry rifle

Henry Repeating Arms founded by
Louis and Anthony Imperato

Henry Repeating Arms starts New
Original Henry Rifle production

is pretty dang expansive. Boiling it down
to the basic models without taking into
account variations in barrels, finish and
caliber, Henry has something like 12
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models to choose from. That number
jumps to 253 when you start adding in
caliber, finish and other variations.

Even if you only have a cursory inter-
est in owning a lever-action, theres likely
something in the Henry catalog that
you'll appreciate in their trademark brass
finish, polished silver, black or my per-
sonal favorite option, case colored.

THE CLASSIC HENRY
HOO1.22 RIFLE
If you'e looking to scratch the Old West
itch, there are few better choices than a
Henry HOO1. Over a million have made
it to the market as of 2017. Currently,
the HOO1 isn't offered in a side gate vari-
ant, and no plans to offer one have been
announced. It isn't hard to understand
why when you take into consideration
that the palatable $349 MSRP would in-
crease quite a lot to offset the increased
complexity of a side gate HOO1. That
isn't to say that it wouldn't be awesome,
because it would.

The rifle is chambered in .22 LR, but
itll also shoot .22 Long and .22 Short ...

offering more versatility than a 10/22.
The overall feel of the rifle is very retro,
with adjustable buckhorn sights and
American walnut furniture. Loading is
done just like all Henry rifles, by remov-
ing a removable plunger tube from the
magazine, sliding the rounds in and
then replacing the plunger tube.

fariants ranging from the standard
HO001 to customized special editions are
available; there’s no shortage of choices.

THE MARE’S LEG PISTOL

One of the more unique firearms in
the Henry lineup is their Mares Leg, a
lever-action pistol modeled after Steve
McQueens character on the late '50s
TV show Wanted: Dead or Alive. The
pistol is available in .22 Long Rifle, .22
Magnum, .357 Magnum, .44 Magnum
and even .45 Colt. Unfortunately, the
Mares Leg isn't offered with Henry’s new
side gate, but thats bound to happen
sooner or later.

HENRY BIG BOY RIFLES

Like the first lever-actions, the Henry
Big Boy rifles are chambered in what
ends up being an intermediate cartridge.

GUNDIGEST.COM



Offered in .357 Magnum, .44 Magnum
and .45 Colt, the Big Boy might be an
ideal option if you're looking for a rifle
that shares the same cartridge as your
revolver.

While you might think you need a
.30-30 Winchester or even the Long
Ranger to take medium game, the Big
Boy will do it in a handier package with
less recoil. The .357 Magnum case color
is a personal favorite, with a 125-grain
out of a 20-inch barrel performing very
similar to a 7.62x39mm or .300 Black-
out in a carbine.

A Big Boy might even be a great
choice for a defensive rifle should you
live in a restrictive area, or if you feel
more comfortable with a lever gun than
a semi-auto.

LARGE-CALIBER LEVER-ACTIONS
Henrys large-caliber lever actions are
very similar to the Big Boy rifles—
they're just chambered in .30-30, .45-70
Government, .38-55 Winchester and .35
Remington.

The large-caliber rifles were the first
to be updated with the new side gate
and maintain the removable plunger,
should you prefer to use the tube to load
rather than the side gate. The ability
to remove the magazine tube plunger
means that downloading your rifle after
a hunt won't put unneeded wear on your
ammunition. Options arent a bad thing
sometimes.

GUNDIGEST.COM

PUMP-ACTION RIMFIRE,

THE LONG RANGER & SHOTGUNS
If your particular brand of nostalgia is
reliving those times at the fair with a
pump-action .22, the Pump Action Oc-
tagon might be what you need. Sadly,
there aren't any other pump-action
rifles in the Henry product line.

How about something for hunting
longer ranges than a .30-30 Win. is
capable of? The Long Ranger is aptly
named—its chambered in .308 Win-
chester or 6.5 Creedmoor. Since the
ammunition wouldn't work so well in
a tube magazine, Henry fitted this rifle
with a detachable box magazine, and
the rifles mechanism is significantly
different than the rest of their line
because it relies on a rotating bolt. As
weird as it sounds, the idea of a 6.5
Creedmoor lever action can be appeal-
ing due to its uniqueness.

The lineup gets a bit weird when we
look at their shotguns: Not only does
Henry offer 12- and 20-gauge single-
shot break actions, but they also offer
a lever-action .410 shotgun based off
the large-caliber lever-action rifle, as
well as the Lever Action Axe. The Axe
is a non-NFA firearm and, like all their
lever-action .410 shotguns, it features a
side gate loading port.

NEW ORIGINAL HENRY RIFLES
The most coveted of Henry rifles is,
without a doubt, the New Original
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If you're looking to shoot past
150 yards, the Henry Long
Ranger is well suited in .308
Win. or 6.5 Creedmoor.

The Model X features M-Lok
slots, Picatinny rail, threaded
barrel, fiber-optic sights, en-
larged lever loop and synthetic
furniture.

Henry Rifles. Carrying an MSRP of
$2,590, it might seem like they're
priced crazy high when compared
to the rest of the Henry line, but that
changes the second you realize a New
Haven produced 1860 Henry rifle will
set you back about the same money as
a brand-new Porsche 911.

If you want an 1860 Henry you can
actually enjoy on the range, the Henry
New Original Henry is the ticket.

MODERNIZED X MODELS

In an effort to bring the lever action
into the 21st century, Henry intro-
duced the X Model with the features
that a younger-generation shooter
might look for, such as M-Lok slots
and a rail to mount a bipod or flash-
light. The biggest benefit is the fiber-
optic sights and the threaded barrel.
With suppressed hunting legal in many
states, the ability to add a can is a wel-
come option.

Integrated sling mounting points,

a side gate loading port and synthetic
furniture make the X Model a work-
horse thats sure to serve someone for
decades.

What does the future hold for Henry
Repeating Arms? Well, those secrets
are kept locked up pretty tight, but
hopefully a wood-stocked variant of
the X Model is on the books. Whatever
the case, the Henry brand is here to
stay for generations to come. GDTM
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